Recreating Play School in Cambodia by Simon Baker

As a participant in the School Volunteer Program ACT, my Wednesdays begin with kindergarten children at Lyneham
Primary School reading stories to me. Later in the day, I focus on recreating Play School in Cambodia. My journey
with Cambodia started as a volunteer teacher back in 1992, and now, as a retired educator, I continue to nurture my
connection with children both here in Australia and in Cambodia.

A small team of us, comprising members from both
Australia and Cambodia, have been collaborating on this
initiative for over a year. Through weekly meetings and
a trip in June and July 2025 to rural Cambodia for
filming, we have launched "Sala Rean Sabey," an
innovative Khmer-language children’s program inspired
by our beloved Play School. This effort is led by
TukTuk for Children, an Australian registered non-profit
dedicated to improving education in rural Cambodia
since 2016, and is designed to bolster early childhood
education.

Some of our Cambodian students

Since my time as a volunteer in 1992, Cambodia has made significant strides in rebuilding its education system.
However, many preschool children—particularly in rural and disadvantaged communities—still struggle to access
high-quality early-learning resources. Furthermore, current educational practices often rely heavily on rote
memorisation, with kindergarteners primarily learning the Khmer alphabet and numbers. Play-based learning remains a
largely unfamiliar concept. Sala Rean Sabey seeks to address this gap by producing 52 culturally relevant, play-based
educational episodes, each crafted in collaboration with Cambodian educators and aligned with the national preschool
curriculum.

Like School Volunteer Program ACT, TukTuk for Children has a connection with Rotary international. Funding and
support from Rotary, has enabled TukTuk for Children to develop a comprehensive e-learning library filled with lesson
plans and materials, available free of charge to all Cambodian teachers. In recognition of this work, TukTuk for
Children received the 2024 BELRAG Award for Excellence in Literacy and Education, one of only three such awards
given globally by Rotary-affiliated education specialists. Each episode will draw from this library, featuring
storytelling, music, local instruments, puppetry, and simple hands-on activities to foster creativity, confidence, and
essential skills. Friendly presenters and familiar community settings will ensure the content feels authentically
Cambodian while adhering to evidence-based early-learning practices.

If you would like to learn more, feel free to email me at simonb.bkk@gmail.com, and we can arrange to meet for
coffee. Additionally, if you are interested in supporting the production of these episodes, TukTuk for Children has
initiated a fundraising campaign. We warmly welcome donations of any size, which can be made at:
https://earlychildhoodlibrary-gdg-j1177n.raiselysite.com/ or by scanning the QR code on the above photo.

With the help of our dedicated volunteer filmmakers and teachers, we anticipate that each 24-minute episode can be
produced for just AUD $2,500, making it a cost-effective solution. In the first months in 2026 me and two other
Australian volunteers will be back in Cambodia working on the filming. Later in the year, the first episodes will be
freely accessible online and through government preschool networks, ensuring that Cambodian young learners can
benefit from it for years to come.

Sala Rean Sabey presents Australians with a meaningful opportunity to support Cambodia’s next generation—one
joyful, imaginative episode at a time.
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