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Session overview

• Know what literacy looks like in the classroom 
• Understand how we read
• Have a repertoire of strategies to support children’s 

reading
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Reading and writing float on a 
sea of talk.

(James Britton)
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So let’s do some talking…

• What are your questions/wonderings related to this 
workshop and what you would like to get out of it?
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Australian Curriculum
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Literacy General Capability 
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Australian Curriculum: English Content Structure
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The 10 Essential Instructional Practices in Literacy 

1. Deliberate efforts to foster motivation and engagement
2. Read aloud of books
3. Small group and individual instruction
4. Building phonological awareness and reading fluency
5. Explicit instruction in letter-sound relationships
6. Writing instruction
7. Building vocabulary and content knowledge
8. Opportunities to read a variety of reading material
9. Ongoing observation and assessment to inform learning
10.Collaboration with families in promoting literacy
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Teaching reading 
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Project – Based Learning
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Texts

• Authentic
• Decodable 
• Predictable
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Background to learning to read

Do you remember reading a book from your childhood 
that you enjoyed?
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Reading 

In the opencut on the United Kingdom reef, a
west-dipping reverse fault cuts an east-dipping
boudinaged sequence of cleaved siltstones. The
fault is in turn displaced by flexural slip
parallel to the axial planar cleavage. These
relationships indicate that the internal
boudinage has developed during an extensive
period of flexural slip folding.
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Title
Reading only occurs when 

comprehension takes place.
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ACTIVE SELF-REGULATION

WORD RECOGNITION

BRIDGING PROCESSES

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

READING

Phonological awareness
Alphabet principle

Decoding skills
Recognition of words at sight

Print concepts
Reading fluency

Vocabulary knowledge
Morphological awareness

Letter-sound- meaning -flexibility 

Cultural and content knowledge
Reading-specific background 

knowledge
Verbal reasoning

Language structure

Motivation and 
engagement

Executive functioning skills
Strategy use

The Active View of Reading Model
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Information and processes used by readers 

Pam _______ the tin.
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Information and processes used by readers 

I am a seal 
and I ________ my hands. 
Can you do it? 
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Children Choosing Books

Consider:

• Interests
• Topic
• Author
• Genre
• Illustrator
• Novelty
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Support for Success
• Have fun
• Talk about the pictures
• Find difficult/unusual 

words (vocabulary)
• Get an overview of the 

book
• Use prior knowledge and 

experience
• Talk about the author
• Notice what kind of book 

it is
• Read the blurb
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Book orientation 

• Talk about the book before you start reading. Identify the 
characters and what might happen. Use the language of the 
book in your conversations. 

• Book Orientation
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During Reading – Guides for Prompting

Wait Avoid eye contact – keep looking at the word
Say Read on to collect more information

What word do you think will fit here and make sense?
Does that make sense?
Try that again, go back to the beginning of the sentence
Have a guess

• Avoid giving clues that take the reader out of the text
• Avoid unnecessary interruptions
• Give feedback about the reading, not the reader   I liked the 

way you………
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Different reading strategies to support success

NIM Reading
NIM  reading

Echo Reading
Echo Reading

Shared Reading
Shared reading

Paired Reading
Paired reading
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After reading...

Ask:
• What was your favourite 

section/page?
• What might happen next?
• What did you like about this book?
• Praise children’s reading rather than 

judge the reader. Say - I liked the way 
you...

• Point out strategies that worked. I like 
the way you read on …


